
Week Overview

Story – Hansel and Gretel (1 week)

• Monday – Listen to the story

• Tuesday – describe a setting 

• Wednesday – describe a character

• Thursday – design a gingerbread house

• Friday – retell the story  

Ask questions highlighted in this colour and when you see this symbol 

Vocabulary questions are highlighted in purple – this is to help solidify 

meaning. 



Hansel and Gretel is a 

fairy tale, do you know 

any other fairy tales?

Have you read the story 

before?

What do you think might 

happen?

Who is the story about?

Before you read the story - discuss 

questions then discuss vocabulary on 

the next slide

Monday 18th January IALT: listen to a story



Monday 18th January IALT: listen to a story

trail

woodcutter 

cottage

pebble 

a person who 

cuts down trees 

or branches

a small house

found in the 

countryside

a mark or objects left behind 

by the someone or 

something

a small, round smooth 

stone

What do you think the wood is used 

for?

Where can you find pebbles?

Who might live in this cottage? What animals might leave a trail in 

the snow?



Monday 18th January IALT: listen to a story

Listen to the 

story (hover 

mouse over 

picture and press 

play button. 

When accessing

through pdf 

format please use 

link on class 

page. Remember 

you can stop and 

pause at anytime 

to talk about the 

story. Try not to 

emphasise too 

much on the 

‘bad’ parts as it 

can be scary for 

little ones. 



Monday 18th January IALT: listen to a story

Other possible discussion questions – these can be discussed throughout the week

Why weren’t they able to find their way back? Did the story have a happy ending? What happened at the end of the 

story? How did the story finish? (‘and they lived happily ever after’)Have you heard this phrase before? Where? Why 

were the were the breadcrumbs not a good idea? What could they have left instead? What else could they have used to 

find there way back home?

What was you 

favourite part of the 

story?

What was your least 

favourite part?
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Tuesday 19th January IALT: describe a setting

map

setting  

forest 

A map is a drawing 

to show where things 

are

Where the 

story takes 

place 

a large area 

covered with 

trees and 

bushes

What animals live in forests?

What do pirates use maps for?

Is the story of Hansel and Gretel set in a 

jungle or a forest?



Tuesday 19
th

January IALT: describe a setting

Where is the story set? Where do Hansel and 

Gretel live? 



Tuesday 19
th

January IALT: describe a setting

Then where did they go? 

What do you think you they saw in the forest?

Where was the gingerbread house?



Tuesday 19
th

January IALT: describe a setting

Task - draw a map for Hansel and Gretel 

to help them find their way home

You could:

•Draw a map and label using initial 

sounds (‘f’ for forest)

•Draw a map and label - writing key 

words using your phonics

•Draw and label a map then write 

instructions for Hansel and Gretel

Note – explain to the children that this is a different map from our story maps we drew last week. Today 

we are drawing a map to help Hansel and Gretel. Remember to add Hansel and Gretel's house, the forest 

and the gingerbread cottage. 

Challenge (optional): add your own ideas onto the map. Could there be  

stream in the forest? 
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Wednesday 20
th

January IALT: describe a character

character A person, animal or 

creature in a story 

Can you name a character from one of your 

favourite books?

describe 

Can you describe the character?

Describing is when 

you talk about what 

someone or 

something looks like, 

sounds like, smells 

like or when you talk 

about what 

happened



Wednesday 20
th

January 

Who were the main characters in the story?

Who were the good characters? 

How do you know they are the good characters? 

IALT: describe a character



Wednesday 20
th

January 

boy 

brown hair  

good

brave 

Here is an example of a 

character description of 

Hansel. When we write 

character descriptions we can 

write what they look like and 

what they are like as 

characters e.g. brave, shy, 

bad etc.

How else could we describe Hansel?

Other possible discussion questions: 

How do we know Hansel is brave? How do we know he is a good 

character and not a bad character?

IALT: describe a character

Today we will be writing about a character



Wednesday 20
th

January 

Who were the bad characters? How do you know? 

Can you think of another word for bad? 

IALT: describe a character



Wednesday 20
th

January IALT: describe a character

What did the old lady look like? 

Do you think Hansel and Gretel should have gone in the house? 

Why was the old lady a ‘bad’ character?

Please note - This is a great story to discuss 'Stranger Danger’. Talk to your child about the 

importance of keeping themselves safe, particularly not accepting gifts off strangers.



Wednesday 20th January IALT: describe a character

Task – write a character description of 

the witch 

You could:

•Draw a picture of the witch and talk 

about her 

•Draw a picture and write key words to 

describe what she looks like

•Draw a picture and write key words to 

describe her appearance and character

Challenge (optional): choose another character to write a character 

description. Compare with the witch. Are there any similarities? What are 

the differences?
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Tuesday 19
th

January IALT: think of my own ideas

What is the cottage made from? 

What else is made from gingerbread? 

What do you think the windows are made from? 

Why do you think the witch’s house was made from 

gingerbread and sweets?



Tuesday 19
th

January IALT: think of my own ideas

Today you will be designing your own 

gingerbread house. Think of different foods that 

you could use for different parts of the house e.g. 

chocolate windows, walls made from flapjacks 

etc. Think of foods for the following parts of your 

house:

roof walls door windows



Wednesday 20th January IALT: think of my own ideas

Task - design your own house

You could:

•Draw your house and label the different 

foods using initial sounds

•Draw your house and label using 

phonics to spell (‘dor’ for door)

•Draw your house and write a sentence 

about it 

Challenge (optional): talk about why certain foods would work well when 

building a house and which wouldn’t work so well e.g. flapjacks are hard 

so they are good for walls whereas ice cream wouldn’t be good for walls 

because it would melt. 
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Friday 22
nd

January IALT: retell a story

Did you enjoy learning 

the story of Hansel and 

Gretel? 

Who was your favourite 

character?

Why were they your 

favourite?

What was your 

favourite activity this 

week?



Friday 22
nd

January IALT: retell a story 

Task – retell the story of Hansel and Gretel 

You could:

•Talk about what happened

•Retell the story in the correct order using 

phrases such as ‘once upon a time…’

•Act out the story 

Challenge (optional): draw a story map to help you retell the story 


