Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

[image: image1.jpg]XA i
&5 Reading



                                    [image: image2.png]Specil
Educational
Needs &
Disabilies S}
N




                                                      
SEN Information Report / Local Offer Submission 2018/2019 (all schools)                                      
Please submit your responses to localoffer@reading.gov.uk 
This form has been designed to bring together the local authority’s requirement for all settings/schools as well as give individual settings autonomy on how they deliver these expectations. 

[image: image3.wmf]School Name: CIVITAS ACADEMY 
Address: 90A GREAT KNOLLY STREET, READING, RG1 7HL
Telephone:01189 4676720
Email: office@civitasacademy.co.uk
Website: civitasacedemy.co.uk
Ofsted link:

Head teacher: Mrs Salima Ducker – Executive Headteacher
SENCo: 
Name: Mrs Sara Slade
Contact: 01189 467720
Date of latest Accessibility Plan:

Date completed: September 2018
By whom:

Name: Sara Slade





Role: SENCo
Government Legislation requires all schools to publish the SEN Information Report / Local Offer (clause 65 of the Children’s Act).  This report is co-produced by the Headteacher, Governor’s and parents.  It is a lengthy document and its aim is to outline the provision that the school provides for children with SEND.

*School to provide a general statement about what the school provides in box below
	General Statement – 
Civitas Academy is a two form entry school for children aged four to eleven, serving the children and families of Reading and the surrounding area. At the moment, we currently have children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3. We are part of the REAch2 Reading Cluster which also includes The Palmer Academy and Ranikhet Academy.

We are proud to welcome children and families of many different nationalities into our school on a daily basis.  We also work hard to support children with little understanding of English in developing the skills they need to help them learn, even if they start at a very early stage. We are an inclusive school, working with other schools, providers and professionals in helping children with special needs to overcome their barriers to learning and find success. We also offer support to families, and value the partnerships between children, parents, the school and the wider community in improving the lives of the children in our care.

‘Hand in Hand we learn’

The 'Civitas Certainties' have been developed to underpin what we stand for and strive to achieve. The certainties are: 

Community, Independence, Values (Honesty, Inclusion, Cooperation, Diversity, Respect and Aspiration), Teamwork, Arts and Success.

Our aim is to provide an excellent education for all of our children, helping them develop the confidence, skills, curiosity and understanding to grow and progress academically, socially and emotionally. We believe in educating the ‘whole child’, and our personalised approach to learning means that children are supported, challenged, stretched and inspired in a wide range of exciting learning opportunities through our broad, balanced and engaging curriculum. We want all of our children not just to reach their potential but to exceed our expectations, be the best and ‘dare to dream’.

We will be a highly inclusive school where everyone is equally valued. Our professional and supportive staff want to work closely with parents, families, governors, volunteers, outside agencies and the wider local community to bring about the best possible provision for our children.

Our school aims to express our school motto in every aspect of our work.

‘Hand in Hand we learn’

We use a cooperative approach to support children from our rich and diverse community to achieve educational and personal success. We aim to prepare our children for the world by bringing the world into the classroom. We aim to create a safe and secure learning environment in which children are known, valued and motivated to learn.


	
	Regulations
	
	School Response

	1
	The kinds of special educational needs for which provision is made at the school
	Do you have children with SEND in your school?
What kinds of SEND do those children have?
	Civitas academy aims to provide inclusive education to all children in our setting.  Reasonable adjustments are made to ensure our children access support appropriate to their needs.
Children at CIVITAS have a range of needs that fit within the four broad categories of need. 

	
	
	
	

	2
	Information related to mainstream schools about the school’s policies for the identification and assessment of pupils with SEND
	How do you know if a pupil has SEN? 
How will I know if my child is receiving SEN support?
	At Civitas we take a graduated approach when tracking all our children.  By following the assess, plan, do review process we ensure that all children’s needs are appropriately identified.  Family and external professionals are an integral part of this process as we believe a collaborative approach to a child’s needs is crucial to enabling successful outcomes 

	
	
	
	

	3.
	Information about the school’s policies for making provision for pupils with SEND whether or not pupils have EHC plans

	Where can I find information about the school SEN Policy?
	The school SEN policy, SEN information report and SEN leaflet is on the school website.  Alternatively, if required, hard copies can be provided. These documents provide further detailed information on SEND provision at Civitas.


	
	
	
	

	3a.
	How the school evaluates the effectiveness of its provision for such schools
	How do you make sure that the SEN provision is helping pupils make better progress? 
How do you check other outcomes for children with SEND, such as independence and well-being?


	Regular data review points throughout the year tracking pupil’s progress.
Please see our SEN information report for more information.

	
	
	
	

	3b.
	The school’s arrangements for assessing and reviewing the progress of pupils with special educational needs
	How do you check and review the progress made by pupils with SEN? 
How will I find out about the progress my child is making?

How will I be involved in those reviews? Who else will be there?
	At Civitas we take a graduated approach when tracking all our children.  By following the assess, plan, do review process we ensure that all children’s needs are appropriately identified.  The school assess children throughout the year.  The school has an open door policy for parents to discuss any immediate concerns, alongside regular review meetings.  If required, some children with SEND needs may have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) or Education Health and Care plan (EHCP).  These plans will be developed collaboratively with the child’s family and external professionals.
Please see the school SEN information report for further detail.

	
	
	
	

	3c
	The school’s approach to teaching pupils with SEND
	How do your teachers help pupils with learning difficulties or disabilities to learn? 
How can I find out more about what my child is learning at the moment?
	At Civitas we understand every child is an individual.  By following the assess, plan, do review process we ensure that all children’s needs are appropriately met.
The school have an open door policy for a parent to meet with the child’s teacher, as well as regular formal review points throughout the year.

Please see our SEN information report for further detail.

	
	
	
	

	3d
	How the school adapts the curriculum and learning environment for pupils with SEND
	How have you made the school buildings and site safe and welcoming for pupils with SEN or disabilities?
How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs? 
	Civitas academy benefits from being in a new building that has good access for all children and adults who have SEN or disability.

Please see our SEN information report and Accessibility policy for further information.

By following the assess, plan, do review process we ensure that all children’s needs are appropriately identified.  The curriculum is then adapted to match the needs of the child.

Please see our SEN information report for further detail.

	
	
	
	

	3e
	Additional support for learning that is available to pupils with SEND
	Is there additional support available to help pupils with SEND with their learning? 

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational needs? 
How will I know if my child is getting extra support?
How is the decision made about how much/what support my child will receive?
	At Civitas academy we believe it is important to provide required support to each and every child.  We work hard to deliver appropriate support to ensure every child achieves success.  
At Civitas we take a graduated approach when tracking all our children.  By following the assess, plan, do review process we ensure that all children’s needs are appropriately identified.  The school assess children throughout the year.  The school has an open door policy for parents to discuss any immediate concerns, alongside regular review meetings.  If required, some children with SEND needs may have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) or Education Health and Care plan (EHCP).  These plans will be developed collaboratively with the child’s family, external professionals and when required the Local authority.

Please see our SEN information report for further detail.

	
	
	
	

	3f
	Activities that are available for pupils with SEND in addition to those available in accordance with the curriculum
	What social and extra-curricular activities are available for students with SEND? 

How can my child and I find out about these activities? 

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips? 
	At Civitas we strongly believe all children should have access to social and extra-curricular activities.  We endeavour to work collaboratively with the child’s family and work hard to make reasonable adjustments, wherever possible, to ensure equal opportunities are provided to every child.
Please see the school website for further information on the varied range activities and trips we offer at Civitas.

	
	
	
	

	3g
	Support that is available for improving the emotional and social development of pupils with SEND


	What support will there be for my child’s overall well-being? 

	At Civitas’ core is the drive to ensure that all children thrive.  We work over and above to ensure that children identified as requiring additional social and emotional needs have access to support to meet their needs. 
Please see the school SEN information report for further information.

	
	
	
	

	4.
	In relation to mainstream schools, the name and contact details of the SEN Co-ordinator
	Who should I contact if I want to find out more about how the school supports students with SEND?

What should I do if I think my child may have a special educational need or disability?
	If you think your child may have a special educational need, please discuss with your child’s class teacher.  If required they may arrange a meeting with includes the school SENCo.  Including your child’s class teacher in these discussions is crucial to ensuring best outcomes are achieved.  We have an open door policy and are keen to address any concerns as soon as possible.

Please see our SEN information report and SEN information leaflet for further information.



	
	
	
	

	5.
	Information about the expertise and training of staff in relation to children and young people with SEND and how specialist expertise will be secured
	What training have the teachers and other staff who support children and young people with SEND had? 

	Staff at Civitas access training appropriate to the needs of the children in our school.  Additionally, we source advice and guidance from experts external to the school, through either our Reach2 academy links, or the local authority. We work hard to ensure that our expertise meets the needs of every child in our school. 
Please see the SEN information report for more information.

	
	
	
	

	6.
	Information about how equipment and facilities to support children with SEND will be secured
	What happens if my child needs specialist equipment or other facilities? 

	Staff at Civitas will work collaboratively with all professionals to identify any requirement for specialist equipment.  

Please see the school SEN information report for further information.  

	
	
	
	

	7.
	The arrangements for consulting parents of children with SEND about, and involving such parents in, the education of their child
	How will I be involved in discussions about and planning for my child’s education? 

How will you help me to support my child’s learning?

	At Civitas we take a graduated approach when tracking all our children.  By following the assess, plan, do review process we ensure that all children’s needs are appropriately identified.  The school assess children throughout the year.  The school has an open door policy for parents to discuss any immediate concerns, alongside regular review meetings.   If required, some children with SEND needs may have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) or Education Health and Care plan (EHCP).  These plans will be developed collaboratively with the child’s family, external professionals and when required the Local authority.



	
	
	
	

	8.
	The arrangements for consulting young people with SEN about, and involving them in their education


	How will my child be involved in his/her own learning and decisions made about his/her education? 

	Staff at Civitas are keen to ensure all children have opportunity to have input into their learning journey.  Class teachers are committed to fostering positive relationships with the children in their class, ensuring that children are involved in the decisions that are taken to support them.

	
	
	
	

	9.
	Any arrangements made by the governing body relating to the treatment of complaints from parents of pupils with SEND concerning the provision made at the school.
	Who can I contact for further information? 

Who can I contact if I am not happy about the SEN provision made for my child?
	Please see our school website or SEN information report for required information regarding the complaints procedures.  The school will at all times endeavour to support any concerns raised as quickly as possible.

	
	
	
	

	10.
	How the governing body involves other bodies including health and social care, LA support services and voluntary organisations, in meeting the needs of pupils with SEND and in supporting the families of such pupils 
	Who else provides services in school for children with SEN or disabilities? 

How can my family get support from these services?
	Civitas staff follow best practice protocols in terms of including and collaborating with all professionals in school decisions.  
Staff will endeavour to sign post parents to appropriate professionals to support the needs of the child and their family.

Please see our SEN information report, website or SEN leaflet for any further information.

	
	
	
	

	11.
	The contact details of support services for the parents of pupils with SEND including those for arrangements made in accordance with clause 32.
	Who should I contact to find out about other support for parents and families of children with SEN or disabilities?
	Please see our SEN information report and SEN leaflet for required contact details.

	
	
	
	

	12.
	The school’s arrangements for supporting pupils with SEND in transferring between phases of education

	How will you help my child make a successful move into the next class or secondary school or other move or transition?
	At Civitas we understand that transition times can be particularly challenging to children and their families.  Civitas are committed to ensuring that our pupils have successful transition experiences.  We take a collaborative approach to planning the transition needs of every child at Civitas.  
Please see the school SEN information report for further information.

	
	
	
	

	13.
	Information on where the LA’s SEN Information Report / Local Offer is published ORDINARILY AVAILABLE statement - Provision the local authority expects to be made available by schools, early years and post-16 providers)
	Where can I find out about other services that might be available for our family and my child?
	Please see your local authorities’ website for details of their Local Offer: www.reading.gov.uk 

	
	
	
	

	14.
	Arrangements for assessing and reviewing children and young people’s progress towards outcomes.  This should include the opportunities available to work with parents and young people as part of this assessment and review
	What opportunities will we as parents and our child have to review our child’s progress towards the agreed outcomes?

How often will these reviews happen?
	At Civitas we take a graduated approach when tracking all our children.  By following the assess, plan, do review process we ensure that all children’s needs are appropriately identified.  The school assess children throughout the year.  The school has an open door policy for parents to discuss any immediate concerns, alongside regular review meetings.   If required, some children with SEND needs may have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) or Education Health and Care plan (EHCP).  These plans will be developed collaboratively with the child’s family, external professionals and when required the Local authority.

Please see our SEN information report for further information.



	
	
	
	


	15
	Who can I contact for further information?
	If you have a child at Civitas the school:
If you think your child may have a special educational need, please discuss with your child’s class teacher.  If required they may arrange a meeting with includes the school SENCo.  Including your child’s class teacher in these discussions is crucial to ensuring best outcomes are achieved.  We have an open door policy and are keen to address any concerns as soon as possible.

If you are interested in finding out more about Civitas academy:

Please contact our office who will be able to provide you with further information, offer opportunity to look around the school and/or sign post you to a member of the team who can help you with your enquiries.
Address: 90A GREAT KNOLLY STREET, READING, RG1 7HL

Tel:01189 467720 
Email:
senco@civitasacademy.co.uk
Website: www.civitasacademy.co.uk 


	What is the complaints procedure?
	Please see our school website or SEN information report for required information regarding the complaints procedures.  The school will at all times endeavour to support any concerns raised as quickly as possible.


	Our external partners are

	Educational Psychologist
	

	Speech & Language Therapist
	

	Social Care
	

	Reach2 Academy Trust
	

	
	

	
	


In the space below, include any additional provision/resources developed in the year (e.g. physical/environmental/training for staff etc.)

	Is there any additional provision you have developed during the year?
	Civitas have recently appointed a new SENCo to the school.  We are committed to providing SEND support so as to enable every child to thrive. 



	Has the school added a link to the SEN Information Report /Local Offer on the Reading Services Guide and a link to the SEN Information Report on the School’s own website?
	Please add the links

www.civitasacademy.co.uk 
Yes
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