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Year R Curriculum Overview: Spring 2
Spring 1 Topic: Growing and Changing 
	Subject
	Skills Taught
	How can you help?

	Communication and language and Literacy
	Our topic this half term is ‘Growing and Changing’. 
-We will be looking animal and plant life-cycle as well as spring and the changes it brings to the environment.  
-Alongside this we will be thinking about how we will grow and change over our time in reception. 
-We will continue to learn the sounds that some letters make and will use our phonics to write words and sentences about the stories, with correct letter formation and pencil grip, using upper and lower case letters appropriately.
	-Talk about the changes in the seasons.

-Visit a farm and look at the baby animals.

-Talk to your children about what they want to be when they grow up. Introduce them to different jobs.

-Encourage your child to write words or sentences, using upper and lower case letters appropriately and using their phonics. 
-Talk, talk, talk! Talk to your child about what you are doing as you go about your daily activities, e.g. as you are doing the washing up, putting the laundry away. 
-Engage in role play at home, whether this be pretending to fly to space or pretending to take your pet to the vet.  Talk about what you are doing all the time!

	Maths

	We will be learning to recognise numbers 1 – 20 and will practise counting up to 20 objects using 1:1 correspondence. 
We will solve problems involving addition and subtraction, using concrete resources.
 We will also be learning about repeating patterns.
We will learn about 1p, 2p and 5p coins.  Play at being a shop keeper and learn language related to money.
	-Identify and name numbers in the environment, e.g. house numbers. 
-Encourage your child to count out an amount of objects using everyday household objects in everyday situations, e.g. count out 10 pegs needed to hang out the washing. 
-Use everyday objects to make repeating patterns

-Look for repeating patterns in the environment.

-Go to the shops and look at how much things cost.

-Set up a toy shop at home.

	Physical Development
	-We will be exploring the outdoor area.  Children will have access to trikes, outdoor play equipment such as hoops, quoits and children can explore different ways to move and travel in the outdoor space. 
-We will be developing our fine motor skills through playing with playdough, Lego building, using tweezers to pick up small objects such as buttons / beans, etc. 

	-Take your child to local outdoor spaces, such as parks, woods and forests. 
-Encourage your child to move in different ways and in different directions.
-Encourage your child to play on climbing equipment and play games with balls.
- Play with small Lego, Hama beads, thread pasta onto string and play with playdough. All of these activities will develop your child’s finger muscles. 
 -Encourage children in their efforts to do up buttons, pour a drink, and manipulate objects in their play, e.g. ‘Can you put the dolly’s arm in the coat?’

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
	-We will be learning about our school rules and how we can ensure that ourselves and others remain safe. 
-We will learn how to share and take turns as we play with our toys with our class friends. 
-We will consider how we can show kindness to one another. 

-We will think about what we would wish for our futures.
	-Talk to your child about their family and about how other people’s families may be different, emphasising the importance of being sensitive to these differences.  
-Encourage your child to explore and talk about what they are doing. 
-Demonstrate clear and consistent boundaries at home in line with our 3 school rules (Responsible, Ready, Safe). 
-Support your child in being independent at going to the toilet, washing their own hands, etc.

	Understanding the World

	-We will be growing plants

-We will watch how a caterpillar turns into a butterfly 

- We will experiment with freezing and melting.

- We will look at different ways of life and different jobs.


	-Encourage your child to talk about their own home and community life, and to understand that other children’s home and community life may be different from their own. 
-Help children to find out about the environment by talking to family and friends, examining photographs and visiting local places.
-Grow plants at home and talk about what they need to survive 

-Look at how the environment changes as it turns into spring

	Expressive Arts and Design
	· We will be creating butterfly paintings 
· We will junk model baby animals 

· We will be creating spring pictures 
	-Support your child’s excursions into imaginary worlds by encouraging inventiveness, offering support and advice on occasions and ensuring that they have experiences that stimulate their interest.
-Use a variety of media and materials to produce creative work 

-Play just dance with your children – encourage them to make up their own music and dance 





