
 

 

 

Autumn Bulletin – Friday 9th September 2022 

Message from Mrs. Ducker – Executive Headteacher  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are deeply saddened to hear of the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Throughout her life, she demonstrated great service, 
commitment and dedication. Our thoughts are with the Royal Family at this time for their personal loss, we all share in their grief. In school 
our children will have the opportunity to talk about how they may be feeling, share any worries they may have and also celebrate the great 
and inspirational life of Queen Elizabeth II. 
 

 
 

Welcome to our new families who have joined us in Reception and in other year groups this year and a welcome back to all our Civitas 

community. Our children are settling in really well, getting to know new staffing teams and learning the routines for making school as 

successful as it can be. 

We have really appreciated our families' support in ensuring we continue to keep safe as we continue with our one-way system at 

collection time; we’re definitely not going to be able to have over 800 people on the playground at any one time! 

 

In the morning the gates open at 8:40 to support safe entry and close at 8:55 when children are expected to be in their classes ready to 

start the school day. At the end of the day, we welcome our families onto the playground to collect the children using the one-way 

system and have kept the square in the middle of the playground for families collecting siblings. Reception, Year1 and Year2 finish at 

3:15pm and Years 3, 4,5, and 6 at 3:25pm. We will continue to take feedback from staff, families, and our residents as to how this is 

impacting safety around the school and our local area. 



 

 

 

Parking outside school 

We recognise there is limited parking near school, and this can become frustrating both for yourselves and our residents. It may be that 

families need to park further away from the school entrance and walk down to the gates. To keep everyone safe you must NOT double 

park or park in front of the entrance gate on Hodsoll Road. We have asked for additional support from our local PCSOs, so our children, 

staff and families continue to stay safe. 

 

Lunches 

School lunches are provided by an external company called Crumbs. They must be ordered a week in advance on our online system Tucasi, all 

details can be found on our school website School Lunches | Civitas Academy 

 

 

http://civitasacademy.co.uk/parents/lunch-menu


 

 

A reminder to all our families that we are a ‘Nut free’ School. Please ensure packed lunches are checked carefully for all products placed in 

packed lunch boxes, thank you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE Timetable – Autumn Term – Our children will be starting their PE lessons from Monday 12th September; on the day they are scheduled to 

have PE they can come into school in their PE kits and remain in their PE kits for the day. 

 

Day AM PM 

Monday Reception Y6 

Tuesday   

Wednesday Y5 Y2 

Thursday  Y1 

Friday Y4 Y3 

 

 
 

We will be taking part in this year’s Jeans for Genes Day on Thursday 22nd September. 1 in 25 children have a genetic disorder that 
makes their life very difficult. Simply by wearing our jeans and donating, we will change the lives of these children. All children and staff 
are invited to wear their jeans and any other denim on Thursday 22nd September 2022. The children do not need to wear uniform on 
this day. We’d like everyone to take part so please send your child into school on the day wearing their jeans. Class teachers will be 
carrying out some activities related to this charity with our children on the day. 
The ‘Jeans for Genes Day’ organisation have a series of powerful films to explain how your child’s donation will make a difference. Each 
film provides a compelling and personal insight, introducing some amazing children living with genetic disorders, sharing first-hand 

what life is like with their condition. Please visit Find out more about our work and how your money makes a real difference 
(jeansforgenes.org)for more information and to view these films. 

 
We thank you in advance for your support. 
 
Student Leadership Team 
 
As we begin our new school year, it is time to set up our new Civitas leadership team. This is a wonderful opportunity for our Civitas 
children to have their voice heard and to share their opinions. If your child is interested in a leadership role, please complete a letter (Max 
100 words) explaining why you would make a good leader and explain why you would be perfect for the role. Please hand your letter to 
your class teacher or email your class emails no later than 16th September 2022.  

https://www.jeansforgenes.org/funding-in-action
https://www.jeansforgenes.org/funding-in-action


 

 

 
 

Attendance – Our overall school target for the year is 97% - let’s work together to be in school everyday. Each week we will share 

attendance for each Year group for that week. 
 

Year Group 9/9 16/9 23/9 30/09 08/10 14/10 21/10 
Reception        

Year 1 82.4       

Year 2 96.4       

Year 3 83.8       

Year 4 88.1       

Year 5 92.0       

Year 6 96.5       



 

 

 
 

Reception 
What a lovely start we had in Reception! We are very proud of how resilient the children have been settling into class. We have been focusing on helping 
the children to settle into class and learn the class routines. While we have not started our ‘formal’ teaching yet, we have been reading stories, sang some 
songs, playing in all the different areas and have been discussing our class rules to make sure the children keep safe. Today was also the first time the 
children had lunch at school, and it was great to see how lovely they were able to form a line already to walk to the lunch hall together. We are also happy 
to welcome Miss Constantinescu, who started as an LSA in Elmer class this week.  

 
Key Stage 1 
We would like to introduce new members of staff to the key stage 1 team. Miss Cole is the class teacher in Matilda class. She has loved getting to know the 
children so far this week. Miss Robinson is a Schools Direct student supporting Mrs Aram in BFG class. Mrs De Souza is now a HLTA supporting EYFS, KS1 and 
Year 3. 

        
Miss Cole – Year 2 Matilda   Miss Robinson – Year 2 BFG 

 

Year 1:  

Year 1 have started settling in well this week. They are beginning to learn the new routines of the day, develop some independence with finding resources 
and getting their home things by themselves. In Maths, we are building upon learning in EYFS by sorting and counting objects. In English, we have started 
reading the book Beegu and the children have already started remembering words, phrases and actions from the story. In art, we have been learning about 
different colours and finding these around the room. 

 

 
 
Year 2:  

Year 2 have loved being back at school. In maths, they are starting with place value to 100. They are using resources to show the tens and 
ones of different numbers. In English, they are using the book ‘Angus Rides the Goods Train’ to write a narrative. They have identified the 
features of a narrative and listened carefully to the story to see if what happened matched their predictions. They have started the book 
‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’ for their whole class reading text. Their English books links to their global learning theme ‘Identity and 
Diversity’. See if your child can retell one of the stories they have done so far this week. 
 

 
Key Stage 2 
 

Year 3: 

Mrs Fuchs and Miss Fitchett have been delighted to see how enthusiastic everyone is to start Year 3.  We have had a great start to the new 
school Year and it has been lovely to welcome some new faces too.  
This week the children have been doing lots of ‘get to know the teacher’ activities, they really enjoyed the teacher quiz where they had to 
guess information about their new teacher. 
In English we have been working on our presentation and re-capping some important key features of our writing. In math's we have been 
looking at place value and partitioning numbers, we have enjoyed using the math's resources to support our learning. Today’s science lesson 



 

 

was interesting for us all as we learnt about the difference between light and dark. We closed all of the blinds in the class and turned off the 
lights to see how our windows provide us with such a great light source. We have started guided reading lessons of the Iron Man, where we 
started learning how to use a dictionary. 
 

Year 4: 

Mrs Hargrave Hammond and Mr Williams have been very impressed with how ready all the year 4 children have returned to school ready to 
learn, after their summer holidays!  This term in Humanities, we are going to be learning about Peace and Conflict and comparing the United 
Kingdom to other countries within Europe. We will also be looking at how the Roman Empire had a huge impact on modern day Britain. In 
maths we have started our place value unit where the children are getting back into the swing of working with numbers and are re-capping 
working with ones, tens, hundreds and thousands. In English we have read our new book, ‘The day war came’ which is all about a young girl 
who had to leave her own country due to the outbreak of war. We will be writing a narrative and have investigated these features. Over the 
next week, we will be investigating the features of a narrative to help us write our own! Our whole class reading book this half term is The 
Abominables and we will be looking at Sound during our Science lessons.  

 
Year 5: 
A very warm welcome to all our new starters.  Staff-wise, we welcome Miss Burr (teacher of Avery class) and Ms Essien who joins us as a Learning Support 
Assistant.  This term our Global Learning theme is Sustainable Development; we’ve recapped our previous learning and cannot wait to get started as we will 
be producing a public announcement. In maths we learnt our Roman numerals up to 1,000 and heard a very catchy tune!  We’ve also been recognising 
numbers up to 1 million.   In English, we’ve started to read The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind and will be building up to writing a diary entry in a couple of 
weeks.  We were so excited to start the topic with a wind power challenge – look at what we produced!! 

 

                 

 
Our new science topic is Earth and Space.  This week we learnt that the Earth, Sun and Moon are spherical in shape along with their relative sizes.   We feel 
very proud of all the children who have returned to school ready to learn and have demonstrated their best versions.  

 
Don’t forget to check our Class Pages (on our website) which give the Curriculum Overview and Home Learning Ideas for the Autumn term.  If you have any 
further questions, we are contactable on our year group email year5@civitasacademy.co.uk. 

 
 
Year 6: 
Miss Frain, Miss Taylor and Mrs. Wareham would like to welcome all the new Year 6 students this week and would like to say a massive well done for 
coming back calmly and ready to learn!  
This term our Global Learning topic is Peace and Conflict where we are learning about the British Empire and parts of the world. In English we have read our 
new book – The Lion and the Unicorn and are investigating what it was like to be an evacuee in the war.  
The whole class reading will start next week with our book Goodnight, Mr. Tom and continue our topic on Light in Science. As this is the first week back, we 
have been getting settled and starting our new responsibilities in Year 6.   

 

mailto:year5@civitasacademy.co.uk


 

 

 
 

 
Allergies and Medication – Please make sure that if your child suffers from any allergies or receives any medication, you have informed the office 

team. Any medication bought into school needs to be signed off by the office and a form completed and signed by the parent/carer. 

 
Contacting Class teachers – If you have a query and would like to contact your child’s class teacher, please see the relevant emails below. Absence 

reporting still needs to be done via office@civitasacademy.co.uk 

Reception: earlyyears@civitasacademy.co.uk 

Year 1: year1@civitasacademy.co.uk 

Year 2: year2@civitasacademy.co.uk 

Year 3: year3@civitasacademy.co.uk 

Year 4: year4@civitasacademy.co.uk 

Year 5: year5@civitasacademy.co.uk 

Year 6: year6@civitasacademy.co.uk 
 

Bike/Scooter shed –Our bike/scooter storage shed is available at school; these will be left at the owner's risk. We advise all children travelling to school on 

Bikes/Scooters to be wearing a helmet. 

 

 
Thursday 22nd September  Jeans for Genes Day – Non-uniform 

Friday 30th September  REAch2 Colourun Event 

Monday 17th – Friday 21st Oct  Y6 Residential Week 

Wednesday 19th October Wellbeing Wednesday 

Frday 21st October Last day of Autumn 1 term 

mailto:office@civitasacademy.co.uk
mailto:earlyyears@civitasacademy.co.uk
mailto:year1@civitasacademy.co.uk
mailto:year2@civitasacademy.co.uk
mailto:year3@civitasacademy.co.uk
mailto:year4@civitasacademy.co.uk
mailto:year5@civitasacademy.co.uk
mailto:year6@civitasacademy.co.uk


 

 

 


